pact and readers will be amazed that this is achieved with clarity. It is pleasing to read about recently released anaesthetic agents and drugs, e.g. sevoflurane, alfentanil and rocuronium.
This small hardback is the 31st volume in a series of books called "Developments in Critical Care Medicine and Anesthesiology". The stated goal of this series is "to reflect the rapid and continuing evolution of anesthesiology in the late twentieth century". It contains a pot-pourri of 25 chapters loosely related to anaesthesia and cardiovascular disease. It is derived from the lecture notes of the 41st Annual Postgraduate Course in Anesthesiology, held in the Department of Anesthesiology at the University of Utah Medical School (quaintly misspelt Utrecht by the Dutch printers), Salt Lake City, Utah, U.S.A. There are two editors: T. H. Stanley, the series editor, and P. L. Bailey. All but one of the fourteen authors are from North America.
Bailey states in his preface that "no effort has been made to provide a uniform presentation or style". This goal has been achieved. The chapters range in length from vestigial-4 pages with 8 references on transoesophageal echocardiography to verbose-21 pages and 31 references for cost containment in anaesthesiology (read "managed care"). Three of the more erudite and well-referenced chapters are simply reproduced with permission from other publications. There are several excellent chapters buried in this book, but the heterogeneity of style and presentation makes reading a chore and the lack of overall structure, including the absence of an index, substantially reduces its accessibility as a reference. JOHN H. REEVES St Vincent's Hospital, Melbourne, N.S.W. 
